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Illinois schools must require masks this fall, 
governor says

ll students and staff in Illinois schools and day care centers will be required to wear masks indoors this fall, 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker said Wednesday.

“Far too few school districts have chosen to follow the (U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
prescription for keeping students and staff safe,” Pritzker said at a news conference. “I had hoped that a state 
mask requirement in schools wouldn’t be necessary, but it is.”

State officials are encouraging in-person classes for all students as COVID-19 cases rise sharply among 
school-aged children.

“The goal has always been to safely bring all kids back into the classroom at the start of the school year and 
crucially, to keep them there,” Pritzker said.

Masks will not be required for students or coaches participating in outdoor sports, he said.

Pritzker also said Wednesday that COVID-19 vaccines will be required for state employees in veterans’ homes 
and prisons, and all long-term care facilities in the state will be under a mask mandate.

Public schools in the state will have access to free COVID-19 tests, the Illinois Department of Public Health 
announced Wednesday in a plan aimed at reducing student quarantines.

Low vaccination rates among teens helped push the decision for a statewide school mask mandate, Pritzker 
said. Children younger than 12 are not eligible for the vaccine.

Most school districts in St. Louis County are announcing their back-to-school safety plans this week. A few 
including Affton, Hancock Place and Hazelwood have said masks will be required this fall. St. Louis Public 
Schools also adopted a mask mandate for all students and staff.

https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/education/illinois-schools-must-require-masks-
this-fall-governor-says/article_9b03ee4c-6b7c-56ae-8143-758c80c703f5.html
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LIST: St. Louis area schools’ mask policies for 
upcoming school year

https://www.kmov.com/news/list-st-louis-area-schools-mask-policies-for-upcomi
ng-school-year/article_5f4aedbe-f571-11eb-a31e-bb0777cdf69d.html

(KMOV.com) -- Will your student have to wear a mask when they return to school this year?

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has officially recommended everyone in school, 
regardless of vaccination status, wear a mask for the upcoming year.

Illinois announced a statewide mask mandate for Pre-K-12 schools.

Here is a list of school districts in the St. Louis area and their return to school planning including mask 
policies:

Hazelwood
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